PRESS RELEASE

Companies could face difficulties registering cleaners and disinfectants with claims of
“long-lasting” effectiveness against COVID-19, says TSG Consulting
WASHINGTON DC – 27 October, 2020: Firms hoping to bring products to market in the US with claims of
“long-lasting” effectiveness against SARS-CoV-2, the novel coronavirus that causes COVID-19, may face
unexpected hurdles, despite a recent announcement by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
experts have advised.
These “cutting edge” cleaners and disinfectants are designed to keep surfaces free of viruses and
bacteria for days, weeks, months or even years after they are applied – unlike traditional products, which
only kill the pathogens present when they are applied.
With consumers, businesses and politicians eager to keep homes, offices and public spaces virus-free,
companies are clambering to have their products labelled as a “long-lasting”. While EPA’s new guidance
opens the door for registration of long-lasting antimicrobials, experts at TSG Consulting say firms may
find that this is not as simple as they think.
Erin Tesch, Senior Vice President and Managing Director at the company, said: “This is a really positive
move by the EPA and will benefit both commerce and consumers, by giving them access to ‘long-lasting’
products that offer microbial reduction between disinfections.
“However, manufacturers need to be aware of some of the hurdles they may face in registering new
products and updating the claims of existing ones. While firms may feel that the process will be quick,
easy and inexpensive, they may find that – without expert guidance – it is none of these things.
“TSG’s knowledge of the industry and history of the marketplace makes us ideally placed to help
companies navigate the new guidance, and many of the already existing ‘long-lasting’ products on the
market were registered by us.
“We have in-depth understanding of EPA’s new protocols, can assist in claims development and
coordinate with efficacy testing labs, ensuring scientists are being asked to perform the right tests and get
the data that a firm needs for the claims they want to make.”

The advice comes as EPA issued draft guidance for firms manufacturing pesticides that provide residual
efficacy against bacteria and viruses. It provides a faster registration route to ensure that products which
clean and disinfect surfaces to combat viruses like SARS-CoV-2, the coronavirus that causes COVID-19,
are brought to market as soon as possible.
EPA will begin expediting the registration process for these products immediately, although the regulator
may revise this guidance within 60 days, after the public has had a chance to comment on the changes.
Speaking at the time, EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler said: “EPA is providing an expedited path for
our nation’s manufacturers and innovators to get cutting-edge, long-lasting disinfecting products into the
marketplace as safely and quickly as possible.
“As we continue to re-open our schools, workplaces, and other public spaces, it is important Americans
have as many tools as possible to slow the spread of COVID-19.”
TSG's consultants can assist companies with data development and review, drafting product label and
claims, and assembling submission packages to comply with EPA’s draft guidance, under which
applicants must address specific efficacy testing and labelling requirements for two different types of
products, in addition to standard disinfectants.
Supplemental residual antimicrobial products work within two hours of a virus or bacteria encountering a
surface and can remain effective for weeks to years. Antimicrobial coatings and films have a residual
efficacy measured in weeks, while antimicrobial fixed or solid surfaces, with residual efficacy measured in
years. Both can supplement, but do not replace, routine cleaning and disinfection using EPA-approved
products for use against COVID-19.
Residual disinfectants must clear a higher standard of efficacy. They are effective within 10 minutes of a
virus or bacteria contacting a surface and remain effective for up to 24 hours. Surfaces treated with
residual disinfectants do not require additional cleaning or disinfection during this period.
•

TSG Consulting is a leading regulatory and scientific consulting organization with offices in North
America, the UK, and three EU member states, with a 30-year history serving the chemicals,
biocides and crop protection sectors.
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About TSG Consulting
TSG provides companies with high-quality regulatory and scientific consulting services. We help clients
worldwide address the technical and regulatory issues in taking their products to market in multiple
jurisdictions. Our scientific expertise, regulatory knowledge and understanding of local nuances enable
our clients to navigate the complex and ever-changing regulatory landscape across the globe.
We serve a number of key markets and industry sectors including agricultural, industrial, consumer, food
and beverage, animal health, and medical. Our teams comprise scientists and regulatory experts – many
of whom have previously held positions at regulatory agencies, departments and in industry. This
combination of science, regulatory expertise and knowledge of how institutions and industry operate
provides our clients with superior and well-rounded guidance.
TSG Consulting is a Science Group company.
www.tsgconsulting.com

About Science Group
Science Group plc (AIM:SAG) is a science-led advisory and product development organization. The
Group has three divisions:
•
•

•

R&D Consultancy: providing advisory, applied science and product development services
cross-sector helping clients derive maximum return on their R&D investments.
Regulatory & Compliance: helping clients in highly regulated markets to launch, market and
defend products internationally, navigating the frequently complex and fragmented regulatory
ecosystems.
Frontier Smart Technologies: designing and manufacturing chips and modules for the
DAB/DAB+ radio markets with 80% market share (excluding the automotive market).

With more than 400 employees worldwide, primarily scientists and engineers, and speaking more than 30
languages collectively, the Group has R&D centres in Cambridge and Epsom with more than ten
additional offices in Europe, Asia and North America.
www.sciencegroup.com
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